Worship The Father by Brian Doerksen and Carlo Bussani

That hot summer day made her mind wander back to her Childhood. Maybe it was the dust swirling around her feet as she walked alone. This was nothing new, but today her mind was reaching, trying to find some trace of a happy memory from her childhood. As she walked, she stayed down at the path numbly. 
"Somewhere in my mind there must be a memory of kindness and real love.' 
Alone, she approached the well at noon. She was startled to see a man standing in front of her. She instinctively withdrew. Her heart pounded, 'I come here at noon, the hottest part of the day, so 1 can draw water alone. Maybe he won't say anything since I am a woman. I'm sure I'll read disdain and lust in those eyes.' 
But the man did the unthinkable. He began to speak. There was genuine kindness in his words and eyes. She glanced at him while drawing water. 
 

The Importance of the Father 

What followed is one of the most amazing conversations recorded in Scripture. One thing becomes clear as we observe this seemingly chance encounter: many of us have the same fears, similar experiences and longings. We are that woman. Many of our views of life and God are formed by the first man in our lives, our fathers.

The most pressing issue in worship today is our relationship with God as Father. This includes the healing of fathers' wounds, recapturing childlike wonder, and pressing through to see the fulfillment of Jesus' prophetic words. 'A time has come when you will worship the Father...' 'When Jesus spoke those three words, “worship the Father,” he was making a religion-shattering statement. God is not just a cosmic force to be feared, though he is absolutely pure and holy. He is a person. He is our Father. But there is a problem. To the fatherless, the word 'father' brings confusion, anger and disappointment instead of comfort and contentment. 

Because all of our fathers have fallen in some way, we are all 'fatherless' to some degree. We all must be healed of the 'father wound," as identified by Gordon Dalbey. 

We are not only fatherless within our families, but also in our separation from God our Father through our sin. The Good News is that Jesus came to restore this relationship with our Father, and to promise us that, despite being abandoned and unfathered for generations, we are his beloved children. And he keeps his promises! 

The need for healing the father wound cannot be ignored, for it is central to understanding the Gospel message. Malachi 4:5-6 not only confirms that this split between fathers and children exists, but also highlights God's saving action in this world. The Messiah's job is to reconcile broken relationships between fathers and children. This mission reflects the restoration between God and his children. Luke 11:11-13 further develops this link. 

Our earthly fathers impact our perceptions of the heavenly Father. After all, when we were children, our fathers were indeed gods in our eyes. We looked to them to provide love, affirmation, strength, protection, and comfort. I remember mimicking my dad to be just like him. Paul Overstreet-Taylor Dunn sings about this dynamic on his album, 'So In Love': 

I notice I walk the way he walks, 
I notice I talk the way he talks. 
I'm startin' to see the father in me. 
Oneness with the Father is perfectly shown in the life of Jesus.

Our fathers are fallen, however, and have failed us at some point in our lives. So deep and life-changing is this hurt that our thoughts turn from adoration to separation. Many vow, "I will never be like my father!' Ironically, the more we utter this vow, the less able we are to fulfill it through our own power. We end up repeating the sins of our fathers. Our only hope, then, is to seek and discover the Father that never fails. This encounter can be painful, so many avoid it and miss out on knowing the Father. 

Many Christians and non-Christians are fatherless. Some turn to the church, and often encounter more guardians than we do fathers. Meanwhile, the secular culture around us throws off more restraint and pronounces defiantly, 'Who needs authority?' It embraces the same fatherless living as the younger son in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Let's look briefly at this issue of 'fatherless living' in our culture before we turn our attention to the focus of this chapter: 1) fatherless worship, and 2) how we can embrace the Father in our worship. 

 

Fatherless Living 

In Luke 15, a young man demands his inheritance. In modem times, we may have heard stories of fathers giving out their inheritances while they are still alive. However, when the original story was told, it shocked those listening. Consider what Henry J.M. Nouwen had to say in his book, "The Return of the Prodigal Son' (page 35): 

The evangelist Luke tells it so simply and so matter-of-factly that it is difficult to realize fully that what is happening here is an unheard of event: hurtful, offensive, and in radical contradiction to the most venerated tradition of the time. Kenneth Baily, in his penetrating explanation of Luke's story, shows that the son's manner of leaving is tantamount to wishing his father dead. Baily writes, 'For over fifteen years I have been asking people of all walks of life from Morocco to India and from Turkey to the Sudan about the implications of a son's request for his inheritance while the father is still living. The answer has always been emphatically the same ... the conversation runs as follows: 

Has anyone ever made such a request in your village? Never! 

Could anyone ever make such a request? Impossible! 

If anyone ever did, what would happen? 

His father would beat him, of course! why? 

The request means - he wants his father to die. 

 

Fatherless Living & Rebellion 

At the very core of fatherless living is rebellion. Ed Piorek teaches this, "Whenever we leave the presence of the Father, we are in rebellion.” 

Rebellion is disdain for authority. A good father is defined by two key words: authority and affection. They are inseparable. A father who only uses his authority and demonstrates little affection is not a good father. He may be a guardian or a judge, but not a father. If children do not get a healthy dose of pure affection, they will search for it elsewhere. 

A father who gives lots of affection but exercises little authority is not dependable. His leadership is constantly changing; he bases his actions on feelings, and becomes a promise breaker. The child feels unsafe because there are no boundaries. Thus, fatherless living leads to immorality through seeking and receiving false affection. Immoral activity is the futile attempt to fill the core of our being with something other than the Father's love. 

On the other hand, strong moral boundaries are usually nurtured through fatherly affection. My wife's father was a good example. Many nights when she was falling asleep, he would go in and talk with her and then gently tickle her face as she was falling asleep (now I have the job!) He was affectionate while also being protective of her purity. One night, I went to see her after she finished waitressing at a local restaurant at around 11:00 pm. We sat in my car and began 'necking.' All of a sudden she said, "I've got to get home.” No sooner had she left my car and stepped into hers, her dad drove up, quite anxious. 

"What's going on here” 

“Oh ... uh, we were just leaving...” 

That image stuck with me. Her father cared enough to find out what was happening. I also remember that several times when I would have been willing to go too far physically before we were married, she really drew the line. I believe she was able to do so because she had her 'love tank' full from her father, who showed her a healthy balance of affection and authority. 

I John 3:1-3 shows this progression clearly. The love of the father leads to pure living. This is one of the keys in working with fatherless people. Life without a father to hold us and guide us leaves us as orphans, adrift in the world, abandoned to our fears and selfish desires. This orphan spirit is very real in the church, because the Father has not yet been fully revealed. Predictably, where godly models of authority and affection are not sought, false fathers and fallen spiritual guardians rush in to fill the void. The result is a life of bondage and a waste of our inheritance. Often, the gifts of the Father, such as power and revelation anointings are corrupted when we do not receive the Father's love. If we don't know his love for us, we may walk in our gifts, but the fruit of our works will be worthless. 

 

Fatherless Worship 

Not all of us respond to our father wounds by running, as the younger son did in the parable. The older son also displayed a form of fatherless worship. He remained with his father but struggled internally. These kinds of worshipers strive to earn the affection and affirmation that they desperately need. These efforts don't usually result in the recognition and praise they seek. The 'older sons' are in danger of becoming bitter and discouraged. 

Within the church, fatherless worship can mean religious striving. Good works should be done in response to the Father's love, not to earn it. Today's performance-oriented Christians substitute ritual for relationship. 

Let's go back to our original story in John 4. In verse 20, the woman at the well asks the question, “Where shall we worship?" Today we ask the same kind of question when we wonder, 'What is the right way to worship? Who is right in their teaching and doctrine?' 

Jesus' response is critical. Essentially he tells her that she is asking the wrong question. In worship it is not where we should worship, but who and how we should worship. To Jesus this is an issue of relationship, not ritual. 

I wonder what happened when Jesus declared the Father as being who we should worship. Did the woman's heart leap ... or fall? Why would Jesus use this broken woman to teach one of his most important messages on worship? One key reason is that true worship means coming to God as you are, as opposed to putting your best feet forward. 

Fatherless worship is not directed to the Father, but instead it is directed inwardly, or to others, for show. Many of the songs we sing are about God, filled with formal language and 'religious' phrases. We miss the point of Jesus' coming when we worship this way. He came to lead us to the Father and to establish intimacy in worship. 

 

Embracing the Father in Worship

How do we worship the Father? We receive his blessing. If it is true that everything begins and ends in God, then the beginning is not what we give to God, but what we receive from him. Jesus, in Matthew 3:13-17, received his Father's blessing at the beginning of his ministry. 

As worshipers, we must allow the pleasure of God to sweep over us, letting it touch our spirits. We don't need to strive to earn recognition through activity or ministry because we have his blessing. The blessing is ours, even before we start. 

I had the privilege of giving a father's blessing to young man named Adam. We met when he was four years old. His nephew was killed in a fatal car accident close to our home. Adam has a horrendous history. He was born prematurely, weighing only two pounds, and with cerebral palsy. Then he was abandoned by his teenage parents. Though he was adopted into a home with a loving mom, his adoptive father was abusive and left when he seven. 

When you meet him today, however, you don't see his handicap. You see a determined young man who loves life. I've been his 'big brother' for fourteen years and have learned so much from him. 

A couple of years ago, as his sixteenth birthday approached, I made a covenant with him in the presence of other men. I sealed the covenant by giving him my original wedding ring (my wife Joyce had replaced it with a more practical wedding band). 1 invited him to make a covenant with God and with me that he would remain a virgin until he married (if marriage was God's plan for him). He did. It was a simple act with simple words, but it has been fascinating to watch the results. 

Not long afterward, his friend at high school noticed the ring and asked him about it. Adam told him, 'My big brother, Brian, gave it to me. It is not only a symbol that 1 will remain a virgin until I'm married, but it also represents our covenant relationship.' One of his friends kept asking to buy the ring from him. Some girls in his class wished that they had something of such significance. 

Two years later, his friends want to hear the story of the ring again. It captivates them because it represents a covenant between a fatherless boy and a father figure. It is interesting that someone thought the blessing could be bought. This generation in particular is desperate for the Father's touch. The blessing we give as both natural and spiritual fathers is only a token of what God longs to give to his sons and daughters. Receiving his blessing inspires adoration and praise. 

Once we accept the blessing from our heavenly Father, how then shall we worship? Worshipping the Father calls us to renew childlike wonder. Our natural tendency is to complicate life through becoming obsessed with position and possessions rather than beauty and simplicity. We tend to rush past beauty, ignoring the still small voice as we embark on a mad dash to climb the ladder of influence while amassing wealth that we'll never enjoy. The Father comes to all of us and invites us to get down from the ladder and play. This is hard for people who were never fully released to be children while growing up. Once we accept his blessing as his children, we are led to declare his character in adoration. This is a natural, spontaneous response and an overflow of praise. This also involves filling our mind with truth about Who he is, and then speaking and singing it. 

 

How do we worship in spirit and truth? 

IN SPIRIT: This implies that we can only worship if God has first breathed life into our spirit and we are born again. This must happen before we can respond to God. Worship is not simply an external act (though it can be very physical), but comes from the very center of our being, from our spirit. This causes us to surrender to and commune with God's spirit. 

IN TRUTH: This teaches us that worship comes from knowing who God truly is, not just what we think or feel. This truth is based on the Word of God and revelation of Jesus. We are also encouraged to come to God in honesty, just as we are (like the woman), without putting on false masks or striving to 'be good" before we come. 

What are the implications of this discussion for the people who have been given the privilege of leading God's children in worship? Let me suggest five things to help release the Father's heart in our worship: 

1. Allow God to bring healing to you first as his sons and daughters from the father wounds in your life. 

2. Encourage teaching and ministry about this issue in your congregation. 

3. Be children ... embrace the blessing and childlike wonder both in private and public (even while you are leading worship). 

4. Use songs that reinforce this over and over again. Be sensitive to the needed balance between affection and authority. 

5. Allow worship to begin with receiving from God before you move into giving. 

 

Come to Worship--Just as You Are 

Since we are truly sons and daughters, our worship should be filled with childlike wonder, respect for his discipline, his affection, and rest. It should be a place of freedom and security, of authority and intimacy. Our lyrics and music should reflect these truths. Other styles seem to reduce worship to mere superficiality. The Father loves his sons and daughters. Come to worship as his children, just as you are. Then you will have taken the first major step toward change and the biggest step to knowing the God we worship intimately. 

Lying in your arms 

Like a, little child 

Your eyes speak the words of kindness and courage. 

I see in Your face 

Wisdom, grace and warmth 

The smile that lights my world.

And the only words that come

I say like a prayer, 

1 love the view from here 

 

from "I Love the view From Here" 

by Brian Doerksen 

